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A Message from the Department Head  

I am delighted to report that the students, faculty and staff of the Biology De-
partment continue to excel!  Let me share with you a few of our significant 
awards in the past year.  The department continues to have many outstanding 
teachers and researchers, including Dr. Dan Beckman who received this yearôs 
Governorôs Award for Teaching and Dr. Paul Durham who received a 
Foundation Research Award  and an award as Outstanding Thesis Advi-
sor .   Our graduate students received an exceptional 5 out of 16 of the 
awards given at the universityôs annual Graduate Interdisciplinary 
Forum , as well as two other university-level awards: the Boritski Scholar-
ship  (Brian Gall) and the Outstanding Research Assistant Award  (Angela 
Bandy).  Three students received awards for presentations/posters  at ex-
ternal professional conferences (Zac Beussink, Beth Dalrymple and Anthony 
Saitta).   Our Outstanding Graduating Senior  was Megan Ladd; in addition to an excellent GPA and undergraduate 
research experience, Megan was the first student admitted to our Accelerated Masterôs Program.   

The Biology Department continues to emphasize hands-on learning by offering many laboratory or field -intensive 
courses.  In our lab classes, students are learning techniques such as cell culturing and DNA fingerprinting.  Our field 
courses take students to numerous local sites, including the glades and forest areas at Bull Shoals Field station and nu-
merous forays to local ponds, streams, reservoirs and rivers.  We also offered an extended trip to the Rocky Mountains 
and fulfilled a number of students lifelong dreams by offering a course to visit both coral reefs and tropical forests in Be-
lize.  Our graduates are well-prepared for jobs in their fields and for success in graduate and professional schools, includ-
ing Medical and Veterinary schools and other health-related programs.   

Weôve been busy!  Take a look at ñBiology By the Numbersò on page five of this newsletter to see some interesting statis-
tics from the department.  

Dr. Alicia Mathis  

Department Welcomes New Faculty Members  

Since the publication of the last issue of BioNews, three new professors have joined the department.  
Please join us in welcoming Kyoungtae Kim, Brian Weaver, and Day Ligon! 

Dr. Kyoungtae Kim received his Ph.D. in Cell and Molecular Genetics from Florida 
State University. His research seeks to understand the molecular mechanism of cell 
motility. Dr. Kim also teaches several sections of General Biology I and Cellular Bi-
ology. 

Dr. Brian Weaver received his Ph.D. in Molecular Biology and Biochemistry from 
Stony Brook University. His research centers on host-pathogen interactions, im-
mune responses to microbial infection, and strategies used by microbial pathogens 
to evade those immune responses. Dr. Weaver also teaches Microbiology, Immunol-
ogy, and General Biology I. 

Dr. Day Ligon received his Ph.D. in Zoology from Oklahoma State University. He is particularly inter-
ested in the physiology, behavior, and ecology of turtles. He is our newest faculty member and will 
begin teaching General Physiology and General Biology II this fall. 

Kyoungtae Kim  

Brian Weaver  

Day Ligon  
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Biology Students Win Awards at the 
Graduate Interdisciplinary Forum  

Biology graduate students have traditionally put on a good show 
at the Graduate Interdisciplinary Forum (IDF), and this year was 
no exception. The IDF was held on April 12, 2008. Of the eight 
awards for oral and poster presentations, three were awarded to 
biology students. In fact, biology students placed first in both 
competitions!  

First place for poster presentations went to Michael Pillow, while 
Jennifer Duzan won fourth place in that competition. Another 
biology student, Rebecca Gehringer, was also a finalist in the 
poster presentations. Michael Anders won first place in the oral 
presentations. Among the other finalists was Kelli Dickerson, also 
a biology student.  

Welcome to Our New Staff Members  

Our office staff are friendly and efficient!   New staff members 
since the last issue of BioNews are Joni Durden (Administrative 
Secretary) and  Vickie Russell (Department Clerk).  

Recent Retirement of Dr. Richard Myers  

Dr. Richard Myers recently retired as Professor and former Head 
of the Biology Department.  He mentored over 30 graduate stu-
dents in immunology research and was a popular teacher and 
advisor, receiving two Foundation Teaching  Awards as well as 
the Governorôs Award  for Teaching Excellence.   

Poster Presentation Winners 

Biology Students: Jennifer Duzan (first on left) and 

Michael Pillow (first on right)  

Poster Presentation Winners 

Biology Student: Michael Anders (far right)  


